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incensed mob when allowed to take their own revenge of their enemies;
all which the Christians bore with an inexpressible patience. After
this first discharge of their rage they proceeded more regularly. The
tribune and the magistrates of the town ordered them to appear in the
public place, where they were examined before the populace, made a
glorious confession of their faith, and then were sent to prison, where
they were to wait the arrival of the governor. When that judge came
to town, they were carried before him, and used with so much cruelty
that Vettius Epagathus, one of our number, fired with a holy resentment
at our treatment, desired to be heard on that subject. He was full of
the love of God and his neighbour; a man so exactly virtuous that, though
young, the character of old Zacharias might justly be applied to him;
for he walked in all the commandments blameless. His heart was in-
flamed with an ardent zeal for the glory of God; and he was active and
indefatigable whenever his neighbour wanted his assistance. This excellent
person undertook the defence of the injured brethren, and promised to
make it appear that the Christians were guilty of no impious practices.
But the whole crowd, who were too well acquainted with his merit, opposed
the motion in a noisy and tumultuous manner; and the governor, deter-
mined not to grant him that reasonable request, which impeached him
and his associates for injustice, interrupted him by asking whether he was
a Christian. Upon his declaring his faith boldly, he was ranked among
the martyrs, with the additional title of The Advocate of the Christians,
which, indeed, was justly his due. And now it was easy to distinguish
between such as came thither well provided for the trial and resolved to
suffer all extremities, and such as were not prepared for the battle. The
former finished their glorious course with the utmost alacrity; while the
latter started back at the near view of what was prepared for them upon
persevering in the faith and quitted the field, which was the case of ten
persons. Their cowardice and apostasy not only proved an inexpressible
affliction to us, but also cooled the zeal of several who were not yet
apprehended and had employed their liberty in a constant attendance on
the martyrs, in spite of all the dangers to which their charity might
expose them. We were all now in the utmost consternation, which did
not arise from the fear of torments, but the apprehension of losing
more of our number in the way. But our late loss was abundantly
repaired by fresh supplies of generous martyrs who were seized every
day till our two churches were deprived of all their eminent men,
whom we had been used to look on as the main support of religion
among us.

As the governor's orders for letting none of us escape were very strict,
several pagans in the service of the Christians were taken with their
masters. These slaves, fearing they should be put to the same tonnenis